
VILLAGE OF ROCKTON 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 

June 15, 2021 
 

Mayor Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 
Present were: Mayor Peterson, Mr. Danielson, Mrs. Honkamp, Mr. Magnus, Ms. May, Mr. York 
and Atty. Szeto 
Staff present: Dan Barber, Chief Dickson and Tricia Diduch  
Absent: Mr. Seever 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by Mr. Magnus, second by Mr. York, to waive the reading of the June 1, 2021 Village Board 
meeting minutes.  All ayes. Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus, second by Ms. May, to approve the June 1, 2021 Village Board meeting minutes.   
All ayes. Motion approved 5-0. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
Mrs. Honkamp stated that she would like to add a consensus to repair toilets at the pool in the amount of 
$1,196.  Motion by Ms. May to approve the amendments to the agenda, second by Mrs. Honkamp.  All ayes.  
Motion approved 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Leo Wachsmuth, resident at 13154 Buttonwood Drive, stated that he was attending the meeting for the 
approval of his fence variance.  
 
MAYOR PETERSON 
Mayor Peterson thanked the Rockton Police and Public Works Departments along with the Rockton Fire 
Protection District for all of their hard work in handling the Chemtool fire with much professionalism. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the appointment of Angela Ketelsen to the Planning Commission, second by 
Mrs. Honkamp.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the appointment of Paul Nolley to the Zoning Board of Appeals, second by 
Mrs. Honkamp.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
The Village Clerk swore in Officer Jason Newell to the Rockton Police Department. 
 
VILLAGE ATTORNEY 
None. 
 
ZONING 
Motion by Ms. May to approve Resolution 2021-107: Approval of Design Review and Façade Grant Request  
for 124 S. Blackhawk Blvd., second by Mr. York.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mrs. Honkamp to approve Resolution 2021-108: Approval of Design Review and Façade Grant 
Request for 130 S. Blackhawk Blvd., second by Ms. May.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Ms. May to approve Ordinance 2021-7: Approval of Fence Height Variance from 4’ to 6’ in the  
Front Yard Setback for 13154 Buttonwood Dr., second by Mr. York.  The Village Board discussed the 
concern for approving the variance on the corner lot.  Mr. Magnus stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) for the Village denied the variance and that we have a ZBA for a reason.  Ms. Diduch advised that the 
Planning Commission voted against the variance, but also discussed alternatives for the corner lot that may 
work.  Ms. Diduch stated that the ZBA focused more on the findings of fact and meeting the criteria for the 
variance to be approved or denied.  Ms. Diduch said that 5 or 6 of the criteria were not met.  Ms. Diduch  
 
 



 
advised the Village Board that there are other homes in the subdivision that never applied for variances and 
are not conforming to the Village’s criteria.  Ms. Diduch said that the Village is at a point where we will have 
to implement a fence permit to avoid future issues.  Ms. Diduch stated that in order for Mr. Wachsmuth’s 
fence to be compliant he would have to move in a portion of it and reduce the fence height to 4 feet.  Mr. 
Wachsmuth stated that he would like to keep the fence height 6 feet for more privacy and for his dogs and 
grandchildren to be able to be out in the yard.  Mr. Wachsmuth added that by keeping the fence at 6 feet it 
would be more aesthetically pleasing.  Atty. Szeto stated that this doesn’t happen very often, but since the 
ZBA didn’t recommend the approval of the variance that there has to be a super majority vote along with a 
findings of fact in order for the ordinance to pass.  Mr. Magnus stated that he has a visibility concern for those 
using the sidewalk if the fence is placed where Mr. Wachsmuth would like it.  Mr. Magnus added that this 
would protrude the neighbor’s view.  Mr. Wachsmuth stated that he spoke with the neighbor about the fence 
and they were okay with it.  Ms. May stated that many of the other neighbors didn’t follow the process and do 
things the right way and now we are punishing Mr. Wachsmuth for following the proper procedure.  Atty. 
Szeto explained that a variance is essentially a spot by spot, case by case deviance.  Atty. Szeto said that 
potentially the Village can go after the residents that didn’t follow the proper procedure and they would have 
to have a code hearing.  Atty. Szeto added that the homeowners could ultimately have to remove or take down 
anything that wasn’t approved by the Village.  Ms. Diduch stated that the Village would have to assess the 
entire subdivision and that the Village Board needs to decide what they want her to enforce.  Mr. York 
commented that whatever the Village Board decides to do will be setting a precedence.  Roll call.  All nays.  
Motion not approved 0-5.   
 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND LEGAL – MR. SEEVER 
Motion by Mr. Danielson to waive the bid process for Starcom/VHF midpower mobile with accessories and 
programming, second by Mr. York.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Danielson to approve the purchase requisition for Motorola Solutions (c/o Rock River Service) 
for Starcom/VHF midpower mobile with accessories and programming in the amount of $13,756.86, second 
by Mr. York.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Danielson to approve the purchase requisition for Tiger Tough for seat covers for squad cars in 
the amount of $1,309, second by Mr. York.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Danielson to approve the blanket purchase orders for the police department, second by Ms. 
May.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0.  
 
ADMINISTRATION – MR. YORK 
Motion by Mr. York to approve Resolution 2021-109: A Resolution of the Village of Rockton Establishing  
a Capitalization Policy for the Village of Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois, second by Ms. May. Roll call.  
All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
WATER, SEWER, AND GARBAGE & BUDGET – MS. MAY 
Motion by Ms. May to approve the blanket purchase orders for the Public Works Department, second by Mr. 
Danielson.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – MR. DANIELSON 
None. 
 
BUILDINGS AND PARKS – MRS. HONKAMP 
Motion by Mrs. Honkamp to ratify the consensus for the special event liquor license for Al’s Main Street Tap 
and FIBS for the Rockton River Market, second by Mr. York.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0 
 
Motion by Mrs. Honkamp to approve the special event liquor license for the Prairie Street Brewhouse for the 
Rockton River Market, second by Mr. York.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
 
 



Motion by Mrs. Honkamp to approve the blanket purchase orders for the parks and pool, second by Ms. May.  
Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Mrs. Honkamp asked the Village Board for a consensus to repair the toilets at the pool by Pearson Plumbing 
in the amount of $1,196.  The Village Board was okay with this.   
 
STREETS AND WALKS – MR. MAGNUS 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve Resolution 2021-110: A Resolution of the Village of Rockton, Illinois 
Authorizing the Village to Enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation for the Maintenance of Traffic Control Devices, second by Ms. May.  Roll call.  All ayes.  
Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve Resolution 2021-111: MFT Resolution ($172,000), second by Ms. May.  
Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the purchase requisition for N-TRAK Group for removal and replacement 
of curb in the amount of $6,827, second by Mrs. Honkamp.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the purchase requisition for N-TRAK Group for reconstruction of storm  
inlet in the amount of $4,267, second by Ms. May.  Roll call. All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve waiving the formal bid process for removal and replacement of sidewalk 
downtown, second by Ms. May.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the purchase requisition for N-TRAK group for removal and replacement 
of sidewalk downtown in the amount of $10,165, second by Mrs. Honkamp.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion 
approved 5-0. 
 
Motion by Mr. Magnus to approve the low bid for the Blackhawk parking lot project to be completed by 
Norwest in the amount of $59,302.98, second by Mrs. Honkamp.  Roll call.  All ayes.  Motion approved 5-0.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 
ACTION ON ITEMS ARISING OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
Motion by Mr. York, second by Ms. May, to pay bills in the amount of $169,366.47.  Roll call.  All ayes.  
Motion approved 5-0. 
 
ADJOURN 
Hearing no further business, motion by Ms. May, second by Mr. York, to adjourn at 7:51 pm.  All ayes. 
Motion approved 5-0. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Christina Stewart 
Village Clerk 
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